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finally provides widespread
access to  guality, affordable
healthcare. In this greal stale of
ours, it is simply a matter of dig-
nity for all people to be cared for
and healthy,” said DeSaulnier.
“Mark wiil

His experience-while on the Con-
tra Costa County Board of Super-
visors-with the real challenges of
healthcare policy have ‘molded

bring. unique |
leadership to the Woerking Group. .

his no-nonsense,  practical
approach 1o the subject. He will
be able fo_move policy in the
right direction,” commented Jell
Smith, former Contra Cosla

* Bupervisor and current exciulive

ditector of Contra Cosla Region-
al Medical Cenler.
The working proup will tack-

- - le adjustments to Assembly Bill

%, passed by the Hh%mHB.:n and

_awaiting the signatuse of the

Governor, The bill would ekpand
health insurapce t¢ more than
two-thirds of nm_ﬁa;mﬁ.ﬁ ‘now
:ﬁ_:__mn_.nn .__:w '8 would alsa

insure all children and sigmili-
cantly improve existing cost con-
trol mechanizms. Further, AB 8
would require most employers to
offer health insurance o their
cmployees | or contribute ko a col-

-iective state pool for the unin-

sured.

“We've seen some unfortu-
pate defeats in the fght for uni-
versal healthcaré~with the over-
wrm of Senate Bill 2 in 2004 and
the veélo of Senate Bill 840 in
2006 and the likely veto of SB
840 this year-that make it clear
we will need incremental reform.

- Although T wish SB 840 would

be signed, AR § is 2 monumental
step loward universal healthcare.
I look forward (o hashing ot the
derails and improving the day-to-

“day lives of Calilornians,” Fin-
ished DeSaulnier,’ '
The group also includes

Majority Leader Karen Bass {D-
Los Apgeles) . and Assembly

- ¥Members Mary Hayashi {D-Hay-

ward), Hector De La Torre (D-
South Gate), Mervyn Dymally
(D-Los Angeles), Patty Berg (D-
Bureka), and Ed Hemandez (D-
Baldwin Park]. '
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MARK DESAULNIER
Appointed to healthcare reform group.
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